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Gov. Boutwell dwelt briefly upon the idea that the military spirit is 
a safe and proper spirit, worthy of encouragement, and not antagonis- 
tic to the spirit of civilization. He gave as a sentiment, 

The Military Spirit — Essential to a free Government during the 
progress of civilization ; and to be enlarged until progress shall become per- 
fection. 

Hon. Mr. Gourgas, — The Sermon mi this occasion — It contains the 
true Bible doctrine of non-resistance. 

By Col. Cowmn — The Sermon of to-day. — May it be as a text-book 
to the present generation and to future generations. 

Such was the impression made by the sermon as a plea for war ; and 
these Popish and Protestant specimens will suffice to show how the general 
pulpit of Christendom has been for more than fifteen centuries neu- 
tralizing the power of the gospel to abolish the practice of war. Preach- 
ers represent it as essential to all well regulated society, a proper and 
commendable thing, an indispensable Christian institution ! If so, it 
must of course continue to the end of time ; and the gospel, instead of 
abolishing war, will just serve to perfect and perpetuate it. Isaiah's 
prophecy of all nations beating their swords into plough-shares, and 
learning war no more, is sheer falsehood and folly, a flat contradiction, 
and an absolute impossibility. So long as the mass of Christians hold 
such views of the gospel, neither universal peace, nor the world's conver- 
sion can ever come. 



GORDON HALL ON PEACE: 

A BETTER SPECIMEN OF CHRISTIANITY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

From such unworthy views of the gospel, it is refreshing to turn and 
hear a man like Gordon Hall, the master spirit of the band of mis- 
sionaries that went from our shores to India. Writing from Bombay so 
early as 18l3, he says, in view of "the deplorable war with which God is 
chastising America for her sins, " 

"Over this great calamity, I would mingle my tears with yours, and 
implore the Prince of peace to come and still the nations. As to war, 
you may mark me for a thorough Quaker. I believe it is utterly oppos- 
ed to the spirit of the gospel for man in any case to draw his sword and 
stab his brother, " bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh " I wish eve- 
rybody would read Barclay, Clarkson and Dodge on this subject. Though 
they have not advanced the whole weight of argument that might be pre- 
sented, yet I think enough to convince every pious mind. How long did 
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many good men advocate the slave trade, but now what a phenomenon 
to see such a man ? So will it be with war. Wars must cease be- 
fore the millenium can come ; — he, therefore, who advocates war, does 
virtually advocate a procrastination of the millenium. that God would 
teach his people to come out from the world, and keep their garments un- 
spotted .' " 

To another, under date of the same year : " We had been for months 
deeply lamenting the foolish war in which our" country is engaged. I 
hope every effort will be made to bring good out of this evil, by showing 
people how sinful and presumptuous is every war, which is not specially 
authorized and directed by a revelation from Heaven. Since war is but 
the scourge of Heaven to chastise guilty nations, and since Jehovah has 
said, " Vengeance is mine, I will repay it, " how presumptuous for one 
nation, unbidden, to step forward in the execution of such vengeance up- 
on another nation ; 

But while the thunder of war is rending the heavens, with what joy 
do we behold the silent, but majestic movements of divine grace ? What 
is said in your letter and in others of a later date of the increasing love 
of Christians, their zeal against war, and in favor of missions, and also 
about revivals, has greatly comforted us under our severe trials. 

His biographer says, " Mr. Hall was an advocate for the doctrine of 
peace. He uniformly and zealously opposed the principle of war in eve- 
ry shape, and on every occasion. He was not altogether unsuccessful in 
his efforts to lead others to adopt the same sentiment. -It is known that 
two young English officers in the India service, with whomMr. Hall was 
conversant, were brought into the same sentiments chiefly through his in- 
strumentality. It is believed both of these young gentlemen consider Mr. 
Hall as instrumental in their conversion to God, as well as abandoning 
the principle of war. 

Both these British officers not only abandoned their profession, but be- 
came, we believe, missionaries in India. 

From his correspondence with these officers, though Hall's biographer 
seems to have shrunk, for some reason from telling the whole truth, we 
will quote a few specimens of the way he viewed and treated the peace 
question : — 

"You desire me to be very explicit on 'the matter of war, and respec- 
ting its being justifiable or not.' You cannot mean that I should enter 
into a full discussion of the whole subject ; it would require a volume. 
I perfectly agree with you in viewing the three eases of war which you 
mentioned, as entirely contrary to the gospel. If these three are the on- 
ly cases in which you are liable to be called to fight, and you deem it con- 
trary to the gospel to fight in either of these cases, then your way is clear. 
You must leave the army, or do violence to your conscience. 

As to war and violence in every shape, I am as confident that tkey are 
utterly contrary to the spirit of the gospel, as I am that theft, or any oth- 
er immorality is so. You cannot expect me to collect and arrange the 
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arguments against it. Just look at this command, ' Put ye on the Lord 
Jesus.' Assume his character — be holy and harmless as he was — be 
meek, lowly, gentle and inoffensive as he was. Love your enemies, pray 
for them, and do them good, as he did. Peter, in his zeal to defend his 
master, (and what cause could be more justifiable) cut off an ear of one of 
the mob. But Peter was reproved for drawing the sword, and Christ 
wrought a miracle to heal his enemy. And when he was seized by his 
enemies, he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, he opened not his 
mouth. Such is the character we are to put on, and never for a moment 
to put off Now can the man who thus puts on Christ, thus abides in 
Christ, thus conforms to Christ, can lie draw his sword, and take the life 
of his fellow man, and hurry him to the bar of God? " Whatever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye the same to them. " Now is it 
possible for a man to commit any kind of violence, without breaking this 
command? We are commanded to pray for'all men, and to pray without 
ceasing — who can reconcile this with the business of killing them ? 
It is our duty to pray that wars may cease. But how would such a 
prayer sound on the lips of a man girded with the sword ? — Let your 
heart be open to conviction — keep the Saviour before your eye, and you 
cannot remain in doubt on this subject. 

Concerning your resignation, I think you have taken a right course. 
It is unquestionably correct to reduce your inquiry to the single point, — 
'Is the profession of arms right on Bible proof, or is it wrong ? ' If 
wrong, if sinful, it must be abandoned, come what may; — nothing is so 
daring and presumptuous as living in known sin. 

I am glad you make the Bible your only guide ; the moment you leave 
this for any other rule, your case is alarming. If you weigh all your 
arguments in this holy balance, you will escape error. But, my friend, 
feel the importance of being taught by the Holy Spirit. If you see 
your duty, you will not pursue it, unless moved forward by the grace of 
God. If you begin the pursuit, you will finish it only through Christ 
strengthening you. 

The question before you is, whether you shall abandon what the world 
calls honorable, lucrative and wise ; and in the place of it, take what the 
same world esteems folly, ignominy and poverty. In this, you will find 
the world, satan, and all the wickedness of your own heart combined to 
oppose you. They will not mind defeats ; if they do not succeed in one 
attack, they will plot another. 

"You seem decided on the subject of war. I think all your subsequent 
reflections, if devout, will only confirm your decisions, and render you 
more thankful for that spiritual light and grace which enabled you to 
make them. — You request me 'to search if there are any scriptural proofs 
in favor of war ;' I could as soon look for proof that men may lie one to 
another, as that they may slaughter one another. The last passages on 
which my mind received satisfaction, were Rom. 13 : 1 — 8. 1 Cor. 7 : 
20, 21. The objection arising from the first of these you have answered 
incontrovertibly ; the second no more proves that the soldier must abide 
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in his calling, than it does that the highway-man must abide in his. You 
say you cannot remain in the army with a clear conscience, and shall 
therefore resign your commission ; but by retaining it and going to Eng- 
land on a furlough and then resigning, the passage will cost you only 
1500 rupees, whereas if you resign here, your passage will cost 4000. 
If your profession in the army is incompatible with your duty as a Chris- 
tian, it can be no less sinful for you to contiue in that profession for a mo- 
ment, either on board ship, or in England than here ; and to do it for the 
sake of saving money to benefit your aged parents, or for any other pur- 
pose, would be 'doing evil that good may come ' 

The questions you propose are important, and not without difficulties. 
I consider myself as fearfully responsible to God for every word I write 
you. I need much time to meditate upon and examine the subject. But 
as you desire me to write immediately, and I shall only have time to re- 
ceive another letter from you before my expected departure, 1 send you 
such thoughts as occur to my mind without meditation. 

Your first enquiry is, 'can I relinquish the present means of subsis- 
tence which God has given me, till I have some reasonable hope of gaining 
my bread?' You admit that your profession is a sinful one, which you 
cannot conscientiously fi.llow. But, dear sir, will you charge God with 
putting you into this sinful profession, or providing such unholy means 
for your subsistence ? Ought you not rather to consider, that in the 
pride, vanity and thoughtlessness of your heart, you put yourself miotWs 
situation, contrary to his will, as made known to you in his word ? And 
that God might justly call you to want and disgrace for it? Again, if 
your profession is a sinful one, is it better to run the risk of continuing a 
while in a course of sin, than to run the risk of wanting bread ? 

"Your next inquiry is, 'what shall you do for your dear parents in this 
trying situation V This is a tender point. I shall only observe at pres- 
ent, that if your profession is a sinfhl one, they sinned in putting their 
son into it, and God might justly make them suffer for it. Certainly 
neither they nor any other persons have a right, for a moment, to bind 
you to that situation, which you cannot occcupy without violating the pre- 
cepts and will of your Saviour, nor can any consideration justify you in 
sustaing a profession which you know to be disallowed by Christ." 

It is quite remarkable, that all the foregoing extracts were written in 
1813, two years before the organization of the first Peace Society in mod- 
ern times. Truly Hall was a Pioneer in Christian Beform as well as in 
Christian missions ; and we marvel that of the multitudes who promptly 
and zealously followed him in the latter, so few have imitated him in the 
former. How different his entire spirit and views on this subject from 
those of the Catholic Bishop and the Protestant Pastor we have quoted ; 
a contrast not unlike that between Christianity and Paganism, between 
light and darkness. What the cause of peace wants, what the honor and 
interests of our peaceful religion imperatively demand, is the spirit of 
Gordon Hall, the Model Missionary, breathed into every minister and dis- 
ciple of Christ over all the earth down to the end of time. 



